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Derwenthorpe Phase One
York, Yorkshire & Humberside

Embodying the ethos and legacy of the

Joseph Rowntree Housing Trust,

Derwenthorpe is a mixed tenure, exemplar

community of energy efficient homes,

designed to meet the demands of both

current and future inhabitants.  It delivers a

sustainable residential development within

a generous landscaped environment

providing much needed housing on the

periphery of York. The design draws on the

rich architectural legacy of Joseph

Rowntree’s model village at nearby New

Earswick, planned by Parker and Unwin

over a century ago.  Steeply pitched roofs,

painted brickwork and striking dormer

windows are combined to create a

distinctive sense of place.  At the heart of

the scheme is a well-designed public

square with benches and local area for play.

The movement infrastructure gives priority

to pedestrians.  ‘Home zones’ – single

surface streets with no kerbs and limited

car access and speeds – and landscaped

courtyards provide further opportunities

for play.  All of the houses have private

gardens and many have double-height

sunspaces. 
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Creative Arts Hub
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This inspiring, state of the art venue, with a

Norfolk timber shed typology, supports the

college’s vision to deliver outstanding and

innovative creative arts provision, with three

purpose-built floors for: performing arts

rehearsal spaces; digital arts; and traditional

art and design including fashion. The

building is designed to express a distinct

College identity while supporting internal

connectivity at the building scale as well as

the whole campus. The building is shaped

around the idea of accessibility to the wider

public realm by showcasing a lively,

animated ground floor with a small theatre

that can merge with the adjacent dance

studio for larger shows or public events. The

top floor art studios can occasionally open

up to form a meandering gallery space. The

clear orientation of the building, together

with the visibility of student activities, gives

the users confidence and a sense of

belonging. The ground floor of the building

is largely glazed in order to promote

transparency, allowing views towards each of

the diverse activities and through the dance

studio to the garden beyond.

Owner & Client
City College Norwich

Applicant
BDP

Architect/Designer
BDP

Structural Engineer
BDP

Services Engineer
BDP

K
IL

LI
A

N
 O

’S
U

LL
IV

A
N

R
IC

H
A

R
D

S 
PA

R
T

IN
G

TO
N

 A
R

C
H

IT
E

C
T

S

AwardsUK Projects




